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ABSTRACT: 



The present invention contemplates a package (10) for oral contraceptive tablets. The package 
contains four rows of seven tablets per rovt^. Three adjacent rows contsrin active contraceptive 
tablets (21 , 22), while the fourth row contains placebo tablets (23). A line of severability (14) is 
provided between the row of placebo tablets and an adjacent row of active tablets, thereby 
enabling dispensing 21 -day and 28-day oral contraceptive fonnulations using a single package. 
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0 Package for oral contraceptive tablet 



© The present Invention contemplates a package 
(10) for oral contraceptive tablets. The package con- 
tains four rows of seven tablets per row. Three 
adjacent rows contain active contraceptive tablets 
(21. 22).. while the fourth row contains placebo tab- 
lets (23). A line of severability (14) is provided be- 
tween the row of placebo tablets and an adjacent 
row of active tablets, thereby enabling dispensing 
21 -day and 2d-day oral contraceptive fonmulations 
using a single package. 
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PACKAGE POR ORAL CONTRACEPTIVE TABLET 



Technical Held 

This invention relates to packages for oral con- 
traceptive tablets. 5 



Background of the Invention 

Conventional oral contraceptives are adminis* fo 
tered on a repeating 28 day cycle. Contnaceptive 
tablet taking generally begins on the fifth day of the 
menstrual cyde or on the first Sunday after men* 
struation begins, continues for a total of 21 days 
and t)egins again after seven days without contra* is 
ceptive tablets. The patient thereafter takes a tablet 
each day for three weeks, takes no contraceptives 
for one week, and begins another 28 day cycle of 
three weeks of tablet taking and one week without 
tablets for the desired duration of contraceptive 20 
treatment 

Some physkiians prefer to prescribe 21 tablet 
packages and have the patient go without tablets 
for seven days each cyde. Other physicians prefer 
28 tablet packages containing seven placetx) tab- 25 
lets to mutate proper tablet administration. 

The result is that most conventional oral con- 
traceptives are provided in both 21 tablet and 28 
tablet dispensers. Each package contains 21 con- 
traceptive tablets. The 28 tablet package addition- so 
ally contains seven placebo tablets. Thus, retell 
pharmacies necessarily must carry both package 
types of each oral contraceptive stocked, thereby 
Increasing inventory costs. 

It would be advantageous to eliminate the need as 
for two types of packages for each oral contracep- 
tive. 



Summary of the Invention 40 

The present invention contemplates a package 
for sequential dally oral administration of pharma- 
coiogically active contraceptive tablets comprising 
a earner sheet provided with 28 compartments 45 
arranged in four substantially parallel rows of seven 
substantially parallel columns. Three adjacent rows 
have an active tablet in each compartment. A fourth 
row has a placebo tablet in each compartment. A 
line of severability is provided between the row of so 
placebo tablets and an adjacent row of active tab- 
lets to enhance removal of the row of placebo 
tablets from the remainder of the package. 

The present invention allows pharmacists to fill 
a physician's prescription for either 21 or 28 tablet 



packages using a single package. When a 21 tablet 
package is required, the pharmacist simply tears 
off the row of placebo tablets along the line of 
severability. The pharmacy therefore needs to 
stock only one package type to fill either prescrip- 
tion, thereby reducing its inventory. Further, the 
drug manufacturer needs only produce one type of 
package, thereby lowering costs, minimizirig inven- 
tory, and decreasing the investment in inventory for 
manufacturers, the wholesalers, and chains and 
individual pharmacies. 



Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a package em- 
bodying the present invention; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged, partial cross-sec- 
tional view taken atong plane 2-2 in Rgure 1. 



Detailed Description of Pretended Embodiments 

A preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion contemplates a package for sequential daily 
administration of pharmacologically active oral con- 
traceptive tablets. This invention simplifies manu- 
facturing and stocking oral contraceptive formula- 
tions prescribed in both 21 and 28 day packages. 
A single package containing 28 tablets is provided 
with a line of severability between 21 active tablets 
and seven placebo tablets. The package is dis- 
pensed as manufactured to fill 28 tablet prescrip- 
tions. A row of seven placebo tablets is removed 
from the package along the line of severability to 
fill 21 tablet prescriptions. 

The present invention is illustrated in FIGURE 
1. In particular, package 10 is provided with plural 
compartments 12 arranged in rows and columns. 
For convenience, and to provide a medication regi- 
men for a lunar month, compartments 12 are ar- 
ranged in four generally parallel rows and seven 
generally parallel columns. Each compartment 12 
contains a daily dosage of therapeutic medication 
or placebo to be administered. ^ 

An apertured panel 16 is provided with daily ' 
indicia 18 and weekly indicia 20. As can be seen in 
FIGURE 1. seven compartments 12 are arranged to I 
font) a row containing a week's supply of tablets 
such as tablets 21 and 22. Tablets 21 and 22 
contain a pharmacologically active contraceptive 
tablet. Tablets 23 are placebo. If desired, placebo 
tablets 23 can have a coloring different from that of 
tablets 21 that contain active ingredients. The tab- 
lets for each day of the week for the four weeks of 
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the lunar cycle form columns. 

This arrangement of compartments resembles 
a calendar and provides a relatively reliable system 
with a built-in feedback mechanism in that the 
patient can readily detennnine if she has taken the 
proper tablets on proper days by comparing the 
calendar date with the appropriate indicia on the 
package. The patient can easily recognize that a 
day's dosage has been missed, or if more than one 
dose has been inadvertently taken on a parttcuiar 
day. 

Package 10 is provided with line of severability 
14 that traverses package 10 in the longitudinal 
directioa Line of severability 14 is situated be- 
tween the third and fourth rows of package 10 and 
is generally parallel to the rows. In a more pre- 
fen-ed embodiment, line of severability 14 is a line 
of weakening, thereby facilitating severing the last 
row of tablets along the line; however, the line of 
severability can also be a crease, a fold line, or the 
like. The line of weakening can be provided by a 
line of partial cuts or by a line of perforation. 

The construction of package 10 can be best 
seen by reference to RGURE 2. Carrier sheet 24, 
preferably made of a transpaient material, defines 
each compartment 12. A tablet, such as tablet 22. 
Is received in each compartment 12 and is retained 
therein by cover 26 that seals compartment 12 
from ambient sunroundings. If the canier sheet ma- 
terial is of a sufficiently heavy gauge, no further 
support is necessary. If a relatively lighter gauge 
material is desired, one or two apertured panels of 
a relatively stiff material such as cardboard as 
illustrated by apertured panels 16 and 17 are pro- 
vided to sandwich canier sheet 24 and its asso- 
ciated cover or covers 26 therebetween so as to 
enhance the overall rigidity of package 10. 

Panel 16 defines plural apertures 32 through 
which extend flexible protrusions or Indentations in 
carrier sheet 24 that define compartments 12. Cor- 
responding apertures 36 are provided In panel 17 
and define openings through which the tablets such 
as tablets 21 and 22 in compartments 12 can be 
dispensed as cover 26 is ruptured, by flexing or 
deforming indentations 11 for example. Apertures 
32 and apertures 36 are in substantially registry 
with respect to one another. 

Weekly Indicia such as 20 can be provided at 
each row. Dally indicia such as 18 are provided 
near the top of each column. Oral contraceptive 
formulations are designed to be taken beginning on 
predetermined day of the week; most formulations 
correlate the first day of tablet taking with the fifth 
day of a woman's menstrual cycle even in "Sunday 
start" formulations. 

Numerous ways to facilitate indicating the day 
of each tablet are known in the art For example, 
U.S. Patent 3.397.671 provides a holder having two 
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rows with 16 daily indicia per row into which a 10 
tablet carrier is inserted. The holder is placed over 
the carrier so that the dally indicia labelling the 
tablets are appropriate for a particular woman tak- 

5 ing the tablets. 

As another example, U.S. Patent 3.494,322 dis- 
closes a package having four rows of seven com- 
partments. A separate strip with 13 dally indicia 
can be pulled through a support card that has 

70 holes cut out above each column of labels through 
which the daily indicia can be viewed. The patient 
aligns the strip as required to expose only the 
needed indicia. 

Other similar embodiments can be used. For 

75 example, an adhesive strip with daily indicia can be 
applied by the patient or an easily labelled surface 
can be placed atop each column for the patient to 
mark. 

The foregoing description and the drawings are 
20 intended as illustrative and are not to be taken as 
limiting. Other variations and rearrangements of 
component parts are possible witiiout departing 
from the spirit and scope of this invention. 

25 

Claims 

1. A package for sequential daily oral admin- 
istration of pharmalogicaliy active contraceptive 

30 tablets comprising: 

a carrier sheet provided with an array of 28 
compartments an-anged in four substantially par- 
allel rows of seven substantially parallel columns, 
three adjacent rows having an active tablet in each 

35 of said compartments, a fourtii row having a pla- 
cebo tablet in each compartment, a pressure mp- 
turable cover over each of said compartments, and 
a line severability between said row of placebo 
tablet containing compartments and an adjacent 

40 row of active tablets. 

2. The package in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said canrier sheet and said cover are sand- 
wiched between a pair of apertured panels, each 
said compartment being received within an ap- 

45 erture of one of said panels, adjacent apertures 
being in substantial registry with one another, and 
a line of severability in the panels substantially 
corresponding to said line of severability between 
said rows of compartments. 

60 3. The package In accordance with claim 2 
having dally Indicia at each of said columns along 
a row of active tablets. 

4. The package in accordance with claim 2 
wherein said cannier slieet Is transparent, said cover 

55 material is tin foil and said panel material Is card- 
board. 
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5. The package in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said line of severability is a line of wealcen- 
ing. 

6. The pacloge in accordance with claim 5 
wherein said line of weal<enfng Is provided by a 5 
line of partial cuts in said package. 

7. The package in accordance with claim 5 
wherein said line of weakening is provided by a 
line of perforations in said package. 

8. A package for sequential daily administration io 
of phanmaologicaliy active contraceptive tablets 
comprising: 

a sheet of transparent carrier material provided 
with an array of 28 compartments, said compart- 
ments arranged in four substantialiy parallel rows of is 
seven substantially parallel columns: a cover of tin 
foil over each said compartment: said cannier sheet 
and said cover sandwiched between a pair of aper- 
tured cardtsoard panels, each said compartment 
being received within an aperture of one of said 20 
panels and adjacent apertures being in substantial 
registry with one another: three adjacent rows con- 
taining an active tablet in each compartment; a 
fourth row containing a placebo tablet in each com- 
partment; daily indicia provided over each compart- 25 
ment of at least one row of active tablets; and a 
line of weakening provided between said row of 
placefcx} tablets and an adjacent row of active tab- 
lets. 
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